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W
ith the help of HLTA trustees
Bill Rawlyk and Dave Pierce
(see related interview on p. 2)

landowner Helen Ringus recently
preserved her
historic West
Amwell farm.
As part of the
deal, Ms. Ringus
preserved her
own 80-acre
property and a
neighboring 10-
acre woodland
she purchased
from Jeffrey
Robertson. The property, known as
Diamond Creek Farm, dates from the
18th century. It is in the watershed of
the Alexauken Creek between Ringoes
and Lambertville, off of Route 179 on
Gulick Road. Ms. Ringus will
continue to own the farm, now
protected by a
conservation easement,
which HLTA will
monitor in perpetuity.
Ten acres will be set
aside for residential use,
a horse barn, and
outbuildings. Ms. Ringus plans to
build a state-of-the-art horseback
riding facility on the property and
HLTA will work to eventually open
up the land for public trail use.The
open areas of the property are field
and pasture, with stunning views
across the Sourland Mountains. In
the woodland areas, two intermittent
headwater streams filled with moss-
covered stones meander through
northern red oak, shagbark hickory,

and tulip trees. Ms. Ringus notes
that the fields and patches of woods
are habitat for all sorts of wildlife,
especially songbirds, turkeys, owls

and hawks.
While the

value of this
project is
obvious, it
also represents
an important
milestone for
HLTA as an
organization.
Although
HLTA has

contributed a great deal of volunteer
time and some funding to several
other preservation projects, this is the
group’s first use of Green Acres
matching funds. The Green Acres
Program — which provides funds for
open space preservation to non-profit

organizations —
contributed half of the
“certified fair market
value” of the property to
HLTA. Ms. Ringus also
made a partial donation
and West Amwell

Township contributed 20%. HLTA
has applied to the Hunterdon County
Open Space Trust Fund Program for
additional funding to cover the
remaining cost.

We are grateful to Helen Ringus
for her commitment to preserving
land that will remain undeveloped
forever, and also to Bill Rawlyk and
Dave Pierce for volunteering their
time and effort to see this project
through to completion. ●

HLTA and Helen Ringus Preserve
90-acre West Amwell Farm 

Rob Eberhardt Signs On To
Help With Land Preservation

Rob Eberhardt is our new part-
time staff member who comes to
us thanks to a cooperative
“shared staffing” arrangement
between HLTA, the Friends of
Hopewell Valley Open Space,
and the New Jersey Conservation
Foundation, which is funded by
the Education Foundation of
America. Rob grew up in
Montclair in Essex County and
became interested in natural
history and
conservation
as an
undergraduate
at Swarthmore
College. He
then completed
a Master’s in
Forest Science
at Harvard,
where for his
thesis he
studied the forests and land-use
history of outer Cape Cod in
Massachusetts. Since starting
with us in February, Rob has
been working on several of
HLTA’s ongoing acquisition
projects and becoming more
familiar with the landscapes of
Hunterdon County. He
particularly has been impressed
by the Sourland Mountains, the
streams and rock outcrops near
the Devil’s Tea Table, and the
historic buildings and structures
along the Wickecheoke Creek.
He looks forward to meeting
HLTA members and exploring
more of the County as the
weather gets warmer.

Ringus Farm in West Amwell Photo by Martin Rapp

“I believe in farms, I believe
in open space. The only
people who benefit from

developments are developers.
[When development happens]

the whole town suffers.”
Helen Ringus



Volunteer Profile BY SANDY MADON

D
avid Pierce,
an attorney
practicing in

Westfield, has lived in
Hunterdon County
for 16 years. In spite
of a busy law practice,

he has been actively involved with
HLTA since its inception. He
contributed a great deal of time and
expertise to the successful preservation
of the Helen Ringus property, and has
reviewed several other conservation
agreements for HTLA.

What sparked your interest in 
land preservation? 

I’ve always enjoyed the outdoors —
I grew up in the city but always spent
a lot of time in the woods.

Are you involved in open space issues apart
from you work with the HLTA? 

I serve as the attorney for the
Kingwood Township Open Space and
Agricultural Advisory Committees
and drafted the township’s open
space plan. I have also represented the

David Pierce

Planning Board and Board of
Adjustment for over 10 years. Over
the years I have assisted the
Kingwood Township Planning Board
in undertaking a hydrological study
and in raising the minimum lot size
for land accessed by new roads from
2 to 4 acres. We eliminated cluster
zoning that granted developers
density bonuses for agreeing not to
develop land that was probably not
developable in that it was
environmentally sensitive. We have
also adopted an ordinance that limits
development on steep slopes.

What have you been doing to assist HLTA? 

At the start I was active on the Land
Acquisition Committee. My busy law
practice has kept me from attending
meetings, but I helped HLTA
structure, restructure and close the
Ringus transaction in West Amwell. I
have also been involved with
landowners who wish to preserve their
land and plan to meet with others to
answer questions about tax issues.

From a legal perspective, are there any
changes you would like to see that would
improve land preservation in New Jersey? 

Most of the attention in New Jersey
is devoted to preserving farmland,
which is fine; but the State should
not make it too difficult for
woodland owners to qualify for
farmland assessment. It appears 
that the State would just as soon
remove woodlands from the
farmland assessment program.
Granted, there is some abuse by
unscrupulous landowners who do
not abide by the established rules, but
there are plenty of “farmers” who
also do not do that which they are
supposed to do to qualify for
farmland assessment. A change in the
State’s attitude might help to lessen
some of the increasing development
pressure felt by woodland owners.
The longer we can keep any
landowner from succumbing to that
pressure, the better chance we have to
ultimately gather the resources to
preserve their land. ●

President’s Message The Importance of Stewardship

W
hile it may not be as glamorous
as the initial saving of land
threatened by development,

holding and caring for land that has
been preserved is one of HLTA’s most
important roles. Now that we have
management responsibility for several
properties, I thought it might be a
good idea to talk about what this
means. The process of preserving
land is exciting and rewarding, but
along with the excitement and sense
of accomplishment comes
responsibility for long-term
stewardship. This is a serious and
important commitment, requiring
considerable resources. Depending on
the type of property or the terms of a
particular conservation easement,
HLTA may be responsible for a

variety of things such as trail
development and upkeep, purchase
and placement of signs that guide the
public about when and where it can
go, monitoring to ensure that the
integrity of the property is protected,
and resolution of any problems that
do arise. This requires considerable
staff and volunteer time. Expenses
can include relatively small items like
maps and photos, but funds must
also be set aside to defend properties
when violations occur. It can take an
average of several thousand dollars
per property in endowment funds
upfront to generate enough income
to cover future costs of enforcement.
The conservation community is
responsible for proper stewardship of
the lands we preserve forever — that

is a very long time! The real measure
of our success today will be the
condition of the land generations
from now. Please help us meet our
ongoing commitment by supporting
the land trust and spreading the word
about the importance of stewardship.

HLTA is responsible for stewardship
on the following properties that we
worked to preserve:
The Dondero Farm
in West Amwell – 38 acres
The Dvoor Farm
in Raritan Township – 42 acres
The Nishasakwick Creek Preserve
in Frenchtown – 12 acres
The Milltown Road Preserve
on the Lockatong Creek – 12 acres
The Helen Ringus Farm
in West Amwell – 90 acres ●

ALISON MITCHELL
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K
urt Steinert, who lives in
Frenchtown with his wife,
Christina Sacalis, is a fisherman,

mountain biker, hiker and general
outdoor enthusiast. He’s helped
organize HLTA’s annual dinner
auction, has written and edited
HLTA materials, and is a member of
the fundraising and outreach

committees. In his day job, Kurt is
responsible for all media relations
activities for one of Lucent
Technologies’ five primary business
units. Before joining Lucent, Kurt
spent ten years in the non-profit
world, as associate director of the
Media and Security Project (MSP) of
the Fund for Peace. MSP organizes
and conducts a series of high-profile
briefings between members of the
Washington press corps and senior
government officials involved in
defense, foreign policy and global
environmental issues. Kurt was
responsible for media relations,
event planning, fundraising and
project management.

Kurt graduated from Cook
College, Rutgers University, where he
studied journalism and environmental
public policy. Among other
affiliations, Kurt is a member of the

national Public Advisory Panel for
the Chemical Manufacturers
Association’s Responsible Care
program. Responsible Care is an
Association initiative intended to
promote improved environmental,
health and safety practices among its
member companies.

Deborah Woodard, a native of
Monmouth County, New Jersey,
organized the Harvest Dinner
Auction and also last spring’s
fabulous Stonescaping Clinic. The
successful auction, a new event at the
autumn 2000 dinner, raised $2,000
for HLTA. Deborah says “I grew up in

an area where riding my horse down
the country roads with my friends
was still possible. The Monmouth
County that I left behind almost two
years ago was barely recognizable as
that same place. I’m involved with
HLTA to do my part toward reversing
the tide that’s paving over our green
spaces. I bring to the organization the
desire and the willingness to
coordinate activities to raise
awareness of our goals and add to the
coffers that fund the preservation of
open space.” ●

HLTA Welcomes Two New Trustees Volunteers
Welcome!

A
re you passionate about
preserving the beauty and
character of Hunterdon County,

but don’t think you have anything to
contribute? Think again. HLTA is an
organization made up of volunteers,
folks who — like you — care about
the future of our county. And like
you, many of our most active
volunteers were once new to HLTA.
As we’ve grown, we’ve not only
preserved more land, but also begun
holding an increasing number of
events and special programs. We’re
always looking for more people who
want to be involved — people with
interest and enthusiasm (the most
important traits), as well as those
with other special skills. For instance,
we have received wonderful
professional help with real estate
closings from trustees and attorneys
Fred Allen and Dave Pierce. We
would love to be able to turn to
others with legal, and real estate
expertise. If you are organized and
like to plan activities, our committee
needs help with organizing events,
including the annual dinner and
auction, or events like our “Grow
Native” workshop or the stonescaping
clinic held last year. If you have an
idea that would help us achieve
visibility or raise funds, we’d love to
hear from you. If you like to be
outdoors and see the beautiful parts
of Hunterdon County, we are setting
up a stewardship program that will
monitor preserved land and we
would welcome your involvement. ●

Special thanks to The Bassett
Foundation, which contributed
$2,000 and to Wade Martin, finan-
cial planner from Paine Webber,
who turned over a $2,000 award

he received from the Community
Foundation of NJ to HLTA. Wade
spoke to landowners in July 2000
at our workshop on land preserva-
tion and financial planning.
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A special coffee hour will be held to
introduce potential new volunteers
to HLTA and its Trustees and staff
on Wednesday, May 23rd at 10:00
a.m. We hope to see you there. Call
the HLTA office at 908-996-4421 to
let us know you’re coming or for
more information.
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Alison Accurso and 
Nancy Cunningham

Bruce and Parry Adam

Mary Anne Adams

Harriet Akoulitchev

Fred and Judy Allen

Julia Allen

Janet Ann Alley

Andy and Caroline Armstrong

L.V. Aronson II

Tewksbury Trail Association

Styra Avins Eisinger

Helen Axel

Alix and Scott Bacon

Michelle Henkin Bader*

John and Kate Bailey

Frank Banisch 

Gerald and Beatrice Barad

Stanley and Nancy Baron

David and Constance Bassett-Cann

The Bassett Foundation*

Heidi Becker

Elizabeth Beitel

William Beitel

Frank and Sue Bell

Joseph and Nancy Benincasa

Ron and Sue Bibbo

Ludwig Bohler

Hon. Andrea Bonette

George Bork

Bob and Rose Marie Boysen

Audrey and Fred Braun

Richard and Joan Braverman

Valerie Brown

Jim and Kate Bruening

Dave Buchholz

Peter and Elaine Buchsbaum

Janis Burenga*

Rita Bush

John and Elizabeth Bussard

John Bye

Michele Byers and Ted Stiles

Geoffrey and Karen Caldwell

D & R Canal Commission

David and Hope Carter

Philip Caton

John Cebak

Robert and Pam Chamberlain

John and Jean Churchill

Maggie Clare

Mr. And Mrs. Robert Clare

Fred Clucas

Bruce and Barbara Coe

Larry Coffey

Joseph and Jeannie Colalillo

Richard Conley

Ken Cook

Charlotte Copeland

Jo Coudert

Covered Bridge Trail Association*

Jim and Karen Cramer*

Betty and Peter Czerwinski

Paul Dackow

Walt and Lucille Davis

Chuck Degagne

Delaware and Raritan Greenway

David and Maire Digges LaTouche

Mervin Dilts

Richard and Jill Dodds

Frank Doyle

R. W. Dryden

Wally and Isabel Dryden

Harry and Elisabeth Dugger

Helen DuToit

Peter and Susan Eddy*

Don Einhorn

Ilona English

Alan and Cynthia Epstein

Naomi Errico

Denise Evans

Floyd Evans, Jr.

Robert Everett

Ronald and Judith Falk

Stephen and Maria Fallat

Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Fazzini

Mitchel and Ruth Feldman

Raymond Fidellow

Rachel Finkle*

Ellen Fitzgerald

Irving Fogel

Stanley Foy

Howard Fraenkel

John and Caren Franzini

Stuart and Maureen Freedenfeld

Lisa Frushone

Gerhard and Nancy Fuchs*

Paul Gablin

Mary Gadek

Donna Gaeta and Sally Harrison

Donna Gaffigan

Mark and Terry Galbraith

Lucy Ann Galioto

Ruth and Lloyd Gang*

Fred and Gael Gardner

Jeffrey Gass

Elizabeth Gilbreath

Richard Ginman

John Giordano

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Gladish

Peggy Glaser

Judy Glattstein*

Steve Goldsmith

Don and Martha Gonzalez

John Goodfellow and 
Barbara Peterson*

Marfy Goodspeed

Murray Gottfried and Merle Citron

Kathleen Gray

Diane and Edgar Griffith

Neil Grossman and Nancy Wolff

Hon. Donald Harjes

Donald Harjes

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Harris

Roger and Friederike Harris*

John Havay

Gary and Mary Hazuka

Bill and Chris Healey

Shelley Hearne

George Hebeler

George Hecht

Otto Heck

Jane Henderson

Rudolph and Deidre Herms, Jr.*

Richard and Edythe Herson

Suzy Hess

Beverly Hobday

Kurt and Kathi Hoffman

Mr. And Mrs. Clifford Hogan

Lamina Hollendonner

Peter Hollis

David Holmes

Janice Holms

Mr. and Mrs. Earle Holsapple

Friederich Holzapfel

Richard and Nancy Hopkins

James Horvath

George Howard

Robert and Lucille Huggins

James and Connie Hughes

Joseph Hulseman and Frances Spann

Henry Hunt

Janet Hunt

Ken and Linda Hyman

Ike Family

Ken and Millie Jagel

Richard and Sharon Jarboe

Denise Jarvis

Frank and Jean Jessop

John and Linda Jimenez

Rich and Judy Johnsen

Beverley Jones

Maurice and Lora Jones

Robert and Beverly Jones

Stephanie Jones

Wayne Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Constantine Kallas

John and Mary Kallstrom

Tom and Pat Kane

Hon. Marcia Karrow

Chris Keep

David and Virginia Keil

Agnes-Marie Kell

John Kellogg

Randy and Beth Kelly

John and Jane Kengeter

Roger and Laurel Kirschen

Helen Kline

Douglas and Grace Knight

Carl Koch

Manfred and Joyce Koch

Linda Koval

Theodore Koven*

Matilda Krebs

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kwiatek

Lawrence LaFevre

Laurie and Bruce Lakin

Hon. Leonard Lance

Edmund LeGrand

Richard Levao

Russ and Susan Lockwood

Dan Longhi

Mr. and Mrs. James Lowrey*

Phil Lubitz and Barbara Schlichting

John Lutz

John and Jan MacChesney

Jim MacDonald

John Madigan

Sandra and Ross Madon

Clare Mangano

Kevin and Alexa Manning*

Vincent and Arlene Maressa

Douglas Martin

Len and Terry Martin

Marguerite Martin

Wade Martin*

Robert Massey

John and Karen Love Mathieu*

Matrix Realty, Inc.

Scott Matthews

Paul and Judy May

Dawson and Mary McKeown

Tom and Laura McMillan

Anne Christine McMorrow

Richard and Maureen McMorrow

Gary and Catherine McVicker

Wilson Carey McWilliams

Robert Melick

Hon. George Melick

Mary Frances Merz

Christopher Meyers

Bill and Nancy Miller

Mr. and Mrs. David Mills

Thanks to those who contributed to HLTA between January 1, 2000 and February 28, 2001. 
Alison Mitchell

Bob and Veronica Mitchell

Hon. Ronald Monaco

Sean Monaghan

Dave and Mary Moore

Ira and Roberta Morganstern
Shauna Morrison and 

Philip Sanderson

Ruth Mummey

Tom and Miriam Murphy

Kurt Nassau

Marie and Tim Newell

Connie and Ray Norteman

Walter O’Brien

Stephen and Lynn Opdyke

Gregory Otis

Howard and Julia Parker

Wilton Pearson

Leroy Perkins

Ralph Peters

Gladys Piell

Elizabeth Plum

Barbara Plunkett and Charles Johnson

Gary Pohorely

Russ and Janet Poles

Thomas and Rosemary Puglia

Kenneth Pyle

Martin Rapp

William Rawlyk

Alan Rebovich

Earl and Judi Reeder

Bernard Reichert

Zenaide Reiss

W. Brodie Remington Family

Isabel Remington-Dryden

Thomas Rentko

Jeannie Rhodes

Joshua and Karen Rich

Walter Rich

John and Wendy Richards

Henry Richmond

William and Laura Riley

John and Meri-Beth Robertson

Ulka Rodgers

Tom Rodriguez

Robert Roop

Kenneth Rosenthal

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rothpletz

David Roussell

Denise Royle

Kevin Rudolph

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Russell, Jr.

Robert Sameth*

Richard and Polly Sameth

Jill Sameth

Jacques Sammes

Leslie Jones Sauer

Hon. Paul and Ann Sauerland

Carleton Saunder

John Schaff

Richard Schatzman and Debra Pawa

William and Valeria Schiemann

Andrew Schiller

Mr. and Mrs. Reeve Schley III

Hon. Bill Schluter

Robert and Elizabeth Schmid

John Schoenherr

Peter Shelly

Jean and Ken Sherwood

Martin and Linda Siecke

Mark and Dorothy Siegert

Bernard and Susan Silbernagel

Brian and Lynette Skowronek

David Slobodin

Nancy Slobodnik

Peter Smith

Elizabeth Snead

Lillian Snyder

Scott and Jeanmarie Solano

Ronald and Janet Spinella

Jeanne Stahl and Daniel Elliott

Kurt Steinert and Christina Sacalis

Kenneth and Elaine Stern

Dave and Lois Stoltz

Samuel Stothoff

Richard and Priscilla Stothoff

Fred and Janet Strackhouse

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Subber

Peter and Nancy Sudano

John Sundman

Robert and Deborah Sussna

William Tack

Frances Tanaka

Joyce Tatsch

Thomas Taylor III

Pam Thier

Anne Thomas

John and Ann Thomas

William and Mary Tillman

Grenelle Tompkins, Jr.

Larry Torok

Philip and Rosemarie Tunison

William and Lucille Tunison

Carl Turner

Neil and Mimi Upmeyer

Mariana Upmeyer

Roy Valentine

Marian Van Buren

Christian and Gloria van Stolk

Jeffrey Vernam

Deborah Walson

Andy and Anna Ward

Phil and Paula Marie Ward

Gary Warner

Richard and Audrey Warwinsky

Carl and Linda Weber

Dennis and Kathie Webster

Richard Weidel

Sharon Weiner

John Weingart and 
Deborah Spitalnik*

Jack and Barbara Weir

Eric and Hyla Weiss

Charles Welz

Karen Wenk

Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Wettstein

George and Elaine Wickard

Barry and Madeleine Wiksten

Suzanne Wilder and Joe Dante

Joe and Phoebe Wiley

A.R. and Kris Willey

Lawrence and Andrea Wissner

James Wolf and Mary Rupich

Barbara and Bob Wolfe*

Steve and Barbara Wolock

Randall Wood

Nelson and Deborah Woodard

William Wyman*

Barbara Yanni

Mark Yearick and Fran Green

George Yefchak

Mark Zdepski

Michael and Janet Ziegler

* Charter Members donated $500 
or more to HLTA.



Educational
Slide
Presentation
Available
HLTA has prepared a slide show
suitable for presentations to
community, civic and other
groups. It emphasizes the
importance of preserving land in
Hunterdon County and explains
HLTA’s role. Trustees Denise Royle
and Kurt Steinert helped to
prepare the slides and script. The
project was funded by a grant from
the New Jersey Conservation
Foundation. If you know of a
group that would like to schedule
this illustrated presentation (it
comes with a speaker from HLTA),
please let us know. ●

Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance
To Preserve and Protect the Rural Landscape of Hunterdon County

Membership Tear-off form

Name ____________________________________

Address __________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Municipality ____________________________

Phone____________________________________

Fax _______________________________________

Email ____________________________________

❏ $25-49 Contributor

❏ $50-99 Supporter

❏ $100+ Steward

❏ $500+ Charter Member

Make checks payable to:

Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance

PO Box 143

Sergeantsville, NJ 08557

❏ Please check this box if you would like to learn about volunteer opportunities on our

land acquisition, fundraising or public outreach committees. Whether you are a

beginner, an expert, or somewhere in between, HLTA could use your help.

Delaware Township trying to match a
predetermined but undisclosed ideal
time. Funds raised from the event
were donated to several charities,
with HLTA receiving $1000, the
Stockton Rescue Squad, $1000, and
the Educational Services Commission
Therapeutic Riding Program, three
$325 scholarships for summer camp
for handicapped riders. ●

Covered Bridge Trail
Association Raises
Money for Good Causes 

O
n Sunday 9/17/00 the Covered
Bridge Trail Association held its
3rd annual Hunter Pace event.

Approximately 130 riders rode a 9-
mile course around Rosemont in

HLTA President Alison Mitchell receives a check from Jay Mickle of the Covered Bridge Trail
Association, and Ted and Kim Gubernard, Hunter Pace event co-chairpersons.
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“YOU MUST BE THE CHANGE YOU WISH TO SEE IN THE WORLD.” MAHATMA GANDHI



Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance

To Preserve and Protect the Rural
Landscape of Hunterdon County

P.O. Box 143
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557

Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance
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President

Alison Mitchell

Vice President

Kenneth Jagel

Secretary
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Treasurer
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Trustees
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Citizen Advocacy

From time to time the national Land Trust
Alliance asks us to communicate with our
elected officials on issues important to
the land preservation community. If you
are willing to write letters or make calls
and would like to be on an e-mail alert
list, you can sign on at LTA’s web site
(www.lta.org).

Wish List

Volunteers to help with large mailings,
monitoring HLTA properties and helping
with events.

To Reach HLTA

Web: www.hlta.org
Email: hlta@earthlink.net
Phone: 908-996-4421
Fax: 908-996-2552
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 143,
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557
Location: 3037 Route 29, 
Frenchtown, NJ

Grow Native

O
n March 9th Judy Glattstein, a
garden consultant, author and
teacher at the New York Botanical

Garden, gave an illustrated talk on
growing native plants to a full house
at Rutgers University’s Snyder
Research and Extension Farm in
Pittstown. Judy, a resident of Creek
Road in Alexandria Township,
generously volunteered her time and
expertise to benefit HLTA. Trustee
Joyce Koch of Bethlehem Township
organized the event, which provided a
variety of useful and interesting tips
for local gardeners, accompanied by
stunning slides depicting how native
plants can add interest and color to
home gardens. The event was
organized in order to foster awareness
of the beauty and value of the local

Joyce Koch and Judy Glattstein with wildflower
prints from Bowmans Hill Wildflower Preserve

flora, and raise funds for HLTA. HLTA
would also like to offer a special thanks
to Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve
of New Hope, PA, which contributed
four lovely signed wildflower prints as
door prizes. ●


